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A battery management system includes a plurality of slave
controllers, each slave controller of the plurality of slave
controllers being coupled to a respective battery module,
each of the slave controllers having a slave controller
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allocated by a slave controller identifier allocation operation
performed by the plurality of slave controllers, and a master
controller, the master controller being coupled to each of the
slave controllers, the master controller receiving the slave
controller identifiers from the slave controllers.
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BATTERY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM, AND
METHOD OF MANAGING THE SAME

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/831,333, filed on Jun. 5, 2013, in the
United States Patent and Trademark Office, the disclosure of
which is incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Embodiments relate to a battery system, an energy storage
system and a vehicle including the battery system, and
method of managing the battery system.

2. Description of the Related Art

As environmental destruction, resource depletion, etc.,
are raised as serious problems, interest in a system capable
of storing energy and efficiently using the stored energy has
increased. An interest in new ways to generate energy, which
induces only a small amount of pollution or none at all in a
development process, has also increased.

SUMMARY

Embodiments are directed to a battery management sys-
tem, including a plurality of slave controllers, each slave
controller of the plurality of slave controllers being coupled
to a respective battery module, each of the slave controllers
having a slave controller identifier, the respective slave
controller identifiers being allocated by a slave controller
identifier allocation operation performed by the plurality of
slave controllers, and a master controller, the master con-
troller being coupled to each of the slave controllers, the
master controller receiving the slave controller identifiers
from the slave controllers.

The plurality of slave controllers may allocate the slave
controller identifiers according to a connection order of the
slave controllers.

The plurality of slave controllers may include a serial
interconnection such that each slave controller of the plu-
rality of slave controllers is wired together in sequence by
the serial interconnection.

Each slave controller of the plurality of slave controllers
may sequentially receive a control signal on the serial
interconnection and output the control signal after a delay to
a subsequent slave controller.

Each respective slave controller may determine a relative
position along the serial interconnection according to a delay
of the control signal received by the respective slave con-
troller.

The control signal may be progressively delayed by each
slave controller such that a final slave controller of the
plurality of slave controllers wired together in sequence
receives a most-delayed control signal among the plurality
of slave controllers.

Each slave controller may include a driving time counter,
the driving time counter starting counting when the control
signal is received by the slave controller.

The driving time counter may be controlled by a micro-
processor in the slave controller, the microprocessor initi-
ating the driving time counter when the slave controller
receives the control signal.

Each slave controller may include a delay circuit for
delaying the control signal, the delay circuit including a

10

25

35

40

45

65

2

circuit selected from the group of a resistor-capacitor (RC)
delay circuit, a resistor-inductor (RL) delay circuit, and a
buffer circuit.

The plurality of slave controllers may include a first slave
controller and at least one subsequent slave controller, the
subsequent slave controller receiving a control signal after a
delay from an immediately-preceding slave controller, each
slave controller may include a driving time counter activated
according to the received control signal, and each slave
controller of the plurality of slave controllers may receive a
driving time counter value from at least one other slave
controller of the plurality of slave controllers and compare
the received driving time counter value with a driving time
counter value from its driving time counter.

When the comparing indicates that the received driving
time counter value is a larger value, the slave controller may
increment its slave controller identifier such that the first
slave controller has a lowest slave controller identifier and
successive slave controllers have successively larger slave
controller identifiers.

Each slave controller of the plurality of slave controllers
may set its own slave controller identifier and supply the set
slave controller identifier to the master controller.

Embodiments are also directed to a power storage system
coupled between a power generation system, a load, and a
grid system, the power storage system including a battery
management system according to an embodiment.

Embodiments are also directed to a vehicle including a
battery management system according to an embodiment.

Embodiments are also directed to a method of managing
a battery system that includes a plurality of slave controllers
that are sequentially connected and a master controller, the
method including, in the master controller, transmitting a
control signal to a first slave controller of the plurality of
slave controllers, in each slave controller of the plurality of
slave controllers, receiving the control signal, activating a
respective driving time counter in response to the control
signal, and outputting the control signal after a delay to a
subsequent slave controller among the plurality of slave
controllers, the control signal sequentially arriving at each
slave controller of the plurality of slave controllers, in the
master controller, transmitting a slave controller identifier
allocation command to each slave controller of the plurality
of slave controllers at the same time, in each slave controller
of the plurality of slave controllers, storing a driving time
counter value of the respective driving time counter in
response to the slave controller identifier allocation com-
mand, in each slave controller of the plurality of slave
controllers, comparing the stored driving time counter value
to at least one other driving time counter value received from
another among the plurality of slave controllers, and, in each
slave controller of the plurality of slave controllers, setting
a slave controller identifier based on the compared driving
time counter values.

The method may further include, in the master controller,
after transmitting the slave controller identifier allocation
command, receiving the set slave controller identifiers from
each slave controller of the plurality of slave controllers.

When the comparing indicates that a received driving
time counter value is a larger value, the slave controller may
increment its slave controller identifier.

A first slave controller among the sequentially connected
slave controllers may set a lowest slave controller identifier
and successive slave controllers may set successively larger
slave controller identifiers.
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Each slave controller of the plurality of slave controllers
may transmit its stored driving time counter value to all
other slave controllers of the plurality of slave controllers.

Embodiments are also directed to a method of managing
a battery system that includes a master controller and a
plurality of slave controllers that are sequentially connected
to the master controller, the method including, in the master
controller, sequentially providing a driving power to the
plurality of slave controllers, in each slave controller of the
plurality of slave controllers, sequentially initiating an
operation by receiving the driving power, and sequentially
activating a respective driving time counter, in the master
controller, transmitting a slave controller identifier alloca-
tion command to each slave controller of the plurality of
slave controllers at the same time, in each slave controller of
the plurality of slave controllers, storing a driving time
counter value of the respective driving time counter in
response to the slave controller identifier allocation com-
mand received by the slave controller, in each slave con-
troller of the plurality of slave controllers, comparing the
stored driving time counter value to at least one other driving
time counter value received from another among the plu-
rality of slave controllers, and, in each slave controller of the
plurality of slave controllers, setting a slave controller
identifier based on the compared driving time counter val-
ues.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Features will become apparent to those of skill in the art
by describing in detail example embodiments with reference
to the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an energy storage
system according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 2A is a block diagram illustrating a battery system
according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 2B is a block diagram illustrating a battery rack
according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 3A is a schematic block diagram illustrating an
electric car according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 3B is a block diagram illustrating a battery system of
an electric car according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a communication
system having a master-slave structure according to an
example embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating a frame structure of a
controller area network (CAN) communication protocol

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a communication
system according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 7A is a block diagram illustrating a slave controller
according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 7B is a block diagram illustrating a slave controller
according to another example embodiment;

FIG. 7C is a block diagram illustrating a slave controller
according to another example embodiment;

FIGS. 8A through 8G are circuit diagrams illustrating
delay circuits included in slave controllers according to
various example embodiments;

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating slave controllers
using the delay circuit of FIG. 8A, according to an example
embodiment;

FIG. 10 is an equivalent circuit diagram illustrating power
lines pairs between the master controller and the slave
controllers according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a graph illustrating voltages V1 through VN
generated when a driving voltage is applied to the equivalent
circuit of FIG. 9;
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FIG. 12 is a timing diagram illustrating a method of
allocating identifiers (IDs) corresponding to physical con-
nection orders to slave controllers in the communication
system of FIG. 6, according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of a master
controller performed in the communication system of FIG.
6, according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of a slave
controller in the communication system of FIG. 6, according
to an example embodiment; and

FIG. 15 is a flowchart illustrating a process in which a
slave controller in the communication system of FIG. 6
calculates an ID, according to an example embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Example embodiments will now be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings;
however, they may be embodied in different forms and
should not be construed as limited to the embodiments set
forth herein. Rather, these embodiments are provided so that
this disclosure will be thorough and complete, and will fully
convey the scope of the example embodiments to those
skilled in the art. In the drawing figures, dimensions may be
exaggerated for clarity of illustration. Like reference numer-
als refer to like elements throughout.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of example embodiments. As used herein, the
singular forms “a,” “an,” and “the” are intended to include
the plural forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates
otherwise. It will be further understood that the terms
“comprises,” “comprising,” “includes,” and/or “including,”
when used herein, specify the presence of stated features,
integers, steps, operations, elements, and/or components, but
do not preclude the presence or addition of one or more other
features, integers, steps, operations, elements, components,
and/or groups thereof.

It will be understood that, although the terms, ‘first’,
‘second’, etc. may be used herein to describe various ele-
ments, these elements should not be limited by these terms.
These terms are only used to distinguish one element from
another.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an energy storage
system 1 according to an example embodiment.

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the energy
storage system 1 is connected to a power generation system
2 and a grid 3 to supply power to a load 4.

According to the present example embodiment, the power
generation system 2 generates power as an energy source.
The power generation system 2 supplies the generated
power to the energy storage system 1. The power generation
system 2 may include, e.g., one or more of a solar power
system, a wind power generation system, and a tidal power
generation system, etc. For example, all types of generation
systems that produce power by using new generation energy
such as solar heat or geothermal heat may be included in the
power generation system 2. For example, a solar battery that
produces power by using sunlight may be easily installed in
a home or a factory, and thus may be used along with the
energy storage system 1 installed in a home or a factory. The
power generation system 2 may array a plurality of power
generating modules capable of generating power in parallel
to constitute a high capacity energy system.

The grid 3 may include a power plant, a substation, a
power line, etc. When the grid 3 is in a normal state, the grid
3 supplies power to the energy storage system 1, i.e., to at
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least one of the load 4 and a battery system 20, or is supplied
with power from the energy storage system 1, i.e., from the
battery system 20. When the grid 3 is in an abnormal state,
power supply between the grid 3 and the energy storage
system 1 is interrupted.

The load 4 consumes the power produced by the power
generation system 2, power stored in the battery system 20,
or the power supplied from the grid 3. Electric apparatuses
installed in homes or factories are examples of the load 4.

According to the present example embodiment, the
energy storage system 1 stores the power produced by the
power generation system 2 in the battery system 20 or
supplies the power to the grid 3, e.g., the energy storage
system 1 supplies the power, which is stored in the battery
system 20, to the grid 3, or stores the power, which is
supplied from the grid 3, in the battery system 20. The
energy storage system 1 supplies the power, which is pro-
duced by the power generation system 2 or is stored in the
battery system 20, to the load 4. When the grid 3 is in an
abnormal state, for example, a power failure occurs, the
energy storage system 1 performs an Uninterruptible Power
Supply (UPS) function to supply the power, which is pro-
duced by the power generation system 2 or stored in the
battery system 20, to the load.

According to the present example embodiment, the
energy storage system 1 includes a power conversion system
(PCS) 10 that converts power, and includes the battery
system 20, a first switch 30, and a second switch 40.

According to the present example embodiment, the PCS
10 converts power supplied from the power generation
system 2, the grid 3, and the battery system 20 to an
appropriate type of power, and supplies the appropriate type
of power to a place that demands power. The PCS 10
includes a power converter 11, a direct current (DC) link 12,
an inverter 13, a converter 14, and an integrated controller
15.

The power converter 11 may be connected between the
power generation system 2 and the DC link 12, and may
convert the power produced by the power generation system
2 into a DC link voltage and transmits the DC link voltage
to the DC link 12.

The power converter 11 may include a power converter
circuit, such as a converter circuit, a rectifier circuit, or the
like, depending on a type of the power generation system 2.
In the case that the power generation system 2 produces DC
power, the power converter 11 may include a DC-DC
converter circuit that converts the DC power into DC power
of another power level. In the case that the power generation
system 2 produces alternating current (AC) power, the
power converter 11 may include a rectifier circuit that
converts the AC power into DC power.

In the case that the power generation system 2 is a
solar-light power generation system, the power converter 11
may include Maximum Power Point Tracking (MPPT) that
performs MPPT control to maximize the power produced by
the power generation system 2 according to changes in
insolation, temperature, etc. Also, when the power genera-
tion system 2 does not produce power, the operation of the
power converter 11 stops to reduce power consumed by a
power conversion apparatus such as a converter or a rectifier
circuit.

Although the DC link voltage is desired to be stabilize for
normal operations of the converter 14 and the inverter 13,
the DC link voltage may become unstable due to a problem
such as an instantaneous voltage drop in the power genera-
tion system 2 or the grid 3, or a peak load occurrence in the
load 4. According to the present example embodiment, the
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DC link 12 is connected between the power converter 11 and
the inverter 13 to uniformly maintain the DC link voltage.
An example of the DC link 12 may include a large capacitor.

The inverter 13 may be power conversion apparatus that
is connected between the DC link 12 and the first switch 30.
The inverter 13 may include an inverter that converts a DC
link voltage output from at least one of the power generation
system 2 and the battery system 20 into an AC voltage of the
grid 3, and outputs the AC voltage. The inverter 13 may also
include a rectifier circuit that converts the AC voltage of the
grid 3 into a DC voltage and outputs a DC link voltage to
store the power of the grid 3 in the battery system 20 in a
charging mode. The inverter 13 may be a bidirectional
inverter having input and output directions which may be
changed.

The inverter 13 may include a filter that removes a
harmonic wave from the AC voltage output to the grid 3. The
inverter 13 may also include a phase-locked loop (PLL)
circuit that synchronizes a phase of the AC voltage output
from the inverter 13 and a phase of the AC voltage of the
grid 3 to inhibit or limit a generation of reactive power. The
inverter 13 may perform functions such as a voltage change
range limiter, a power factor improvement, a DC component
removal, a transient phenomena protection or reduction, etc.

The converter 14 may be power conversion apparatus that
is connected between the DC link 12 and the battery system
20. The converter 14 may include a DC-DC converter that
converts the power stored in the battery system 20 into a DC
link voltage having an appropriate voltage level and outputs
the DC link voltage to the inverter 13 in a discharging mode.
The converter 14 may also include a DC-DC converter that
converts the power output from the power converter 11 or a
voltage of the power output from the inverter 13 into an
appropriate voltage level, i.e., a charging voltage level for
the battery system 20, and outputs the appropriate voltage
level to the battery system 20 in the charging mode. The
converter 14 may be a bidirectional converter having input
and output directions which may be changed. When charg-
ing or discharging of the battery system 20 is not performed,
the operation of the converter 14 may be stopped to reduce
power consumption.

According to the present example embodiment, the inte-
grated controller 15 monitors states of the power generation
system 2, the grid 3, the battery system 20, and the load 4.
For example, the integrated controller 15 may monitor
whether a power failure has occurred in the grid 3, whether
power has been produced by the power generation system 2,
an amount of power produced by the power generation
system 2, a charged state of the battery system 20, an amount
of consumed power of the load 4, a time for which the power
is consumed in the load 4, etc.

According to the present example embodiment, the inte-
grated controller 15 controls operations of the power con-
verter 11, the inverter 13, the converter 14, the battery
system 20, the first switch 30, and the second switch 40
according to the monitoring result and a preset algorithm.
For example, in the case that a power failure occurs in the
grid 3, the integrated controller 15 may direct the supply of
power stored in the battery system 20 or the power produced
by the power generation system 2 to the load 4. If a sufficient
amount of power is not supplied to the load 4, the integrated
controller 15 may control the load 4 to determine priorities
of electric apparatuses of the load 4 and supply power to the
electric apparatuses having high priorities. The integrated
controller 15 may control charging and discharging of the
battery system 20.
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According to the present example embodiment, the first
switch 30 and the second switch 40 are connected to each
other in series between the inverter 13 and the grid 3, and
perform on/off operations under control of the integrated
controller 15 to control a flow of a current between the
power generation system 2 and the grid 3. On/off states of
the first switch 30 and the second switch 40 are determined
according to states of the power generation system 2, the
grid 3, and the battery system 20.

For example, when the power output from at least one of
the power generation system 2 and the battery system 20 is
supplied to the load 4, or when the power output from the
grid 3 is supplied to the battery system 20, the first switch
30 may be turned on. When the power output from at least
one of the power generation system 2 and the battery system
20 is supplied to the grid 3, or when the power output from
the grid 3 is supplied to at least one of the load 4 and the
battery system 20, the second switch 40 may be turned on.

In the case that a power failure occurs in the grid 3, the
second switch 40 may be turned off, and the first switch 30
may be turned on. Thus, the power output from at least one
of the power generation system 2 and the battery system 20
may be supplied to the load 4, and, simultaneously, the
power supplied to the load 4 may be prevented from flowing
into the grid 3. As described above, the energy storage
system 1 operates as a stand-alone system to prevent a
worker working on a power line or the like of the grid 3 from
receiving an electric shock due to power output from the
power generation system 2 or the battery system 20.

The first and second switches 30 and 40 may include
switching apparatuses such as relays capable of enduring or
handling a large current.

According to the present example embodiment, the bat-
tery system 20 is supplied with the power from at least one
of the power generation system 2 and the grid 3, stores the
power, and supplies the stored power to at least one of the
load 4 and the grid 3. The battery system 20 may include a
part that stores power and a part that controls and protects
the power. Charging and discharging of the battery system
20 may be controlled by the integrated controller 15.

The battery system 20 will now be described in more
detail with reference to FIG. 2A.

FIG. 2A is a block diagram illustrating the battery system
20 according to an example embodiment.

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 2A, the battery
system 20 includes a battery management system (BMS)
200, a plurality of battery racks 210-1 through 210-1, and a
first bus line 250 for a data communication.

The plurality of battery racks 210-1 through 210-I store
power supplied from the outside, ie., from the power
generation system 2 and/or the grid 3, and supply the stored
power to the grid 3 and/or the load 4. Each of the plurality
of battery racks 210-1 through 210-I includes a rack 220, a
rack BMS 230, and a rack protection circuit 240.

The rack 20 stores power and includes one or more trays
222 (see FIG. 2B) that may be connected to one another in
series, in parallel, or in series and in parallel. Charging and
discharging operations of the racks 220 are controlled by the
rack BMSs 230. The racks 220 may be connected to one
another in series or in parallel according to a demanded
output voltage. The racks 220 of the battery racks 210-1
through 210-I are connected to one another in parallel in
FIG. 2A but may be connected to one another in series or in
series and in parallel according to a demand of the battery
system 20.

The rack BMSs 230 respectively control overall opera-
tions of the battery racks 210-1 through 210-I respectively
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corresponding to the rack BMSs 230. The rack BMSs 230
control the rack protection circuits 240 to control the charg-
ing and discharging operations of the racks 220. For
example, if an overcurrent flows or an overdischarge occurs,
the rack BMSs 230 open switches of the rack protection
circuits 240 to interrupt a power transmission between the
racks 220 and input/output terminals of the battery system
20. Also, the rack BMSs 230 monitor states of the racks 220,
for example, temperatures, voltages, currents, etc. of the
racks 220, and transmit measured data to the system BMS
200. The rack BMSs 230 control cell balancing operations of
battery cells of the racks 220 according to measured data and
a preset algorithm.

The rack protection circuits 240 may operate or short-
circuit switches to supply power or interrupt power supply
under control of the rack BMSs 230. The rack protection
circuits 240 provide output voltages and output currents of
the racks 220, states of the switches and fuses, etc.

Power output from the racks 220 is supplied to the
converter 14 of FIG. 1 through the rack protection circuits
240, and power supplied from the converter 14 is transferred
to the racks 220 for storage, through the rack protection
circuits 240. Power lines extending from the rack protection
circuits 240 may be connected to the converter 14 in parallel,
in series, or in series and in parallel according to an amount
of power output from the racks 220, levels of output voltages
of the racks 220, etc.

The rack BMSs 230 collect data from the racks 220 and
the rack protection circuits 240. The data collected from the
rack protection circuits 240 may include an output current
value, an output voltage value, a switch state, a fuse state,
etc., and the data collected from the racks 220 may include
battery cell voltages, temperatures, etc.

The rack BMSs 230 calculate remaining power amounts,
life-spans, State of Charge (SOC), etc. of the racks 220, and
determine whether abnormalities have occurred in the racks
220. For example, the rack BMSs 230 determine whether the
abnormalities, such as overcharge, overdischarge, overcur-
rent, overvoltage, overheat, battery cell imbalance, deterio-
rations of the battery cells, etc., have occurred in the racks
220. In the case that the abnormalities have occurred in the
racks 220, the rack BMSs 230 perform preset operations
according to an internal algorithm. For example, the rack
BMSs 230 operate the rack protection circuits 240.

The first bus line 250 is a path through which data or
commands are transmitted between the system BMS 200
and the rack BMSs 230. A communication protocol between
the system BMS 200 and the rack BMSs 230 may be a CAN
communication protocol, another communication protocol
that transmits data or commands by using a bus line, etc.

The rack BMSs 230 provide the data collected from the
racks 220 and the rack protection circuits 240 to the system
BMS 200 through the first bus line 250. The rack BMSs 230
provide the system BMS 200 with information about
whether abnormalities have occurred and information about
types of the abnormalities. In this case, the system BMS 200
controls the rack BMSs 230. For example, the system BMS
200 transmits a control command to the rack BMSs 230 to
operate the rack protection circuits 240 of the battery racks
210-1 through 210-1.

The system BMS 200 transmits the data collected from
the rack BMSs 230 to the integrated controller 15 of FIG. 1.
The system BMS 200 provides the integrated controller 15
with information about whether abnormalities have occurred
in the battery racks 210-1 through 210-1 and information
about types of the abnormalities of the battery racks 210-1
through 210-I. The integrated controller 15 provides the
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system BMS 200 with information about a state of the PCS
10, for example, information about a state of the converter
14. For example, the integrated controller 15 provides
information about an operating state of the converter 14 or
a current flow of the converter 14 to the system BMS 200.
The system BMS 200 controls an operation of the battery
system 20 based on the information provided from the
integrated controller 15. For example, the system BMS 200
transmits a control command to the rack BMSs 230 to turn
on the battery racks 210-1 through 210-I according to the
state of the PCS 10.

The first battery rack 210-1, as an example of the battery
racks 210-1 to 210-I, will now be described with reference
to FIG. 2B.

FIG. 2B is a block diagram illustrating a battery rack
according to an example embodiment.

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 2B, the battery
rack 210-1 includes a plurality of battery trays 221-1
through 221-m, the rack BMS 230, and a second bus line 224
for data communications. The battery rack 210-1 may
include the rack protection circuit 240 (see FIG. 2A; not
shown in FIG. 2B).

The plurality of battery trays 221- through 221-m are
lower structures of the battery rack 210-1, store power
supplied from the grid 3 and/or the power generation system
2, and supply stored power to the grid 3 and/or the load 4.
Each of the battery trays 221-1 through 221-m includes a
tray 222 and a tray BMS 223.

The trays 222 are parts that store power and include one
or more battery cells that may be connected to one another
in series, in parallel, or in series and in parallel. The number
of battery cells included in the tray 222 may be determined
according to a demanded output voltage. The battery cells
may include rechargeable (secondary) batteries. For
example, the battery cells may include nickel-cadmium
batteries, nickel metal hydride batteries, lithium ion batter-
ies, lithium polymer batteries, or the like.

Charging and discharging operations of the trays 222 are
controlled by the tray BMSs 230. The trays 222 are con-
nected to one another in series to generate output voltages
demanded for the racks 220. Power lines extend from the
trays 222 positioned at both ends among the trays 222
connected to one another in series, and thus power is
supplied to the converter 14 of FIG. 14 through the rack
protection circuit 230.

The tray BMSs 223 control the charging and discharging
operations of the trays 222. The tray BMSs 223 monitor
states of the trays 222, for example, temperatures or voltages
of the trays 222, currents flowing in the trays 222, etc. to
transmit measured data to the rack BMS 230.

The second bus line 224 is a path through which data or
commands are transmitted between the rack BMS 230 and
the tray BMSs 223. A communication protocol between the
rack BMS 230 and the tray BMSs 223 may be a CAN
communication protocol, another communication protocol
that transmits data or commands by using a bus line, etc.

According to embodiments, the communication protocol
between the system BMS 200 and the rack BMS 230 and the
communication protocol between the rack BMS 230 and the
tray BMSs 223 use the bus lines. In another implementation,
one or more of the cases may use a communication protocol
using a bus line.

FIG. 3A is a schematic block diagram illustrating an
electric vehicle, e.g., a car, 50 according to an example
embodiment.

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 3A, the
electric car 50 includes an Electronic Control Unit (ECU)
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51, an inverter controller 52, an inverter 53, a motor 54, and
a battery system 300. The battery system 300 includes a
BMS 301 and a battery pack 302.

When the electric car 50 is driven, the battery pack 302
supplies a voltage to the motor 54 to support production of
output power of the motor 54. When the electric car 50
brakes, the motor 54 operates as a generator while the
battery pack 302 collects and stores regeneration brake
energy of the motor 54. The battery pack 302 is charged with
DC power supplied from a DC charger 55 such as a power
conversion system or an energy storage system of a power
station.

The battery pack 302 may be charged with AC power
supplied from an AC charger 57 such as a commercial power
source. For this purpose, the electric car 50 includes a power
converter 56, the battery pack 302 is connected to the power
converter 56, and the power converter 56 converts AC power
supplied from the AC charger 57 into DC power.

The BMS 301 detects information about a voltage, a
current, a temperature, etc. of the battery pack 302 and
diagnoses and manages the SOC of the battery pack 302.
The BMS 301 provides information about the voltage, the
current, the temperature, the SOC, diagnosis information,
etc. to the ECU 51 through a communication line of the
electric car 50, for example, a CAN communication line.

The ECU 51 controls a state, a driving mode, etc. of the
electric car 50 and controls a movement of the electric car
50 with reference to the information of the battery pack 302
provided from the BMS 301. The ECU 51 controls the
inverter 53 through the inverter controller 52. The inverter
53 converts DC power provided from the battery pack 302
into AC power to supply AC power for driving the motor 54.
When the electric car 50 brakes, the inverter 53 converts AC
power provided from the motor 54 into DC power and
provides the DC power to the battery pack 302.

The electric car 50 illustrated in FIG. 3A is merely an
example, and embodiments may be applied to various types
of modes of transportation, such as a hybrid car, an electric
bicycle, an electric motorcycle, etc., or other types of
apparatuses and systems including battery systems.

FIG. 3B is a block diagram illustrating a battery system
300 of an electric car according to an example embodiment.

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 3B, the battery
system 300 includes a BMS 301 and a battery pack 302.

The battery pack 302 includes a plurality of battery
modules 330-1 through 330-n.

The battery modules 330-1 through 330-# are parts that
store power and each include one or more battery cells that
are connected to one another in series, in parallel, or in series
and in parallel. The number of battery cells of the battery
modules 330-1 through 330-» may be determined according
to a demanded output voltage. The battery cells may include
rechargeable batteries. For example, the battery cells may
include nickel-cadmium batteries, lead storage batteries,
nickel metal hydride batteries, lithium ion batteries, lithium
polymer batteries, or the like.

The BMS 301 includes a master BMS 310 and a plurality
of slave BMSs 320-1 through 320-7.

The master BMS 310 and the plurality of slave BMSs
320-1 through 320-7 are connected to one another through
a third bus line 340 to communicate with one another.

The master BMS 310 manages and controls all of the
battery pack 302, calculates information of the battery pack
302, a voltage, a current, a temperature, an SOC, etc. of the
battery pack 302, based on information collected from the
slave BMSs 320-1 through 320-7, and provides the infor-
mation of the battery pack 302 to the ECU 51.
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The plurality of slave BMSs 320-1 through 320-% respec-
tively manage and control the battery modules 330-1
through 330-7. The slave BMSs 320-1 through 320-% collect
cell voltages of battery cells of the battery modules 330-1
through 330-# respectively corresponding to the slave BMSs
320-1 through 320-n, temperatures of the battery modules
330-1 through 330-#, etc. and perform cell balancing opera-
tions with respect to the battery cells. The slave BMSs 320-1
through 320-7 provide information about the collected cell
voltages, temperatures, etc. to the master BMS 310 through
the third bus line 340.

Charging and discharging operations of the battery mod-
ules 330-1 through 330-% are respectively controlled by the
plurality of slave BMSs 320-1 through 320-z. The battery
modules 330-1 through 330-% are connected to one another
in series to generate an output voltage demanded for the
battery pack 302. Power lines extend from the battery
modules 330-1 and 330-% positioned at both ends of a center
among the battery modules 330-1 through 330-z connected
to one another in series, to supply power to the inverter 53
of FIG. 3A. The battery modules 330-1 through 330-% are
connected to one another in series in FIG. 3B, but this is
merely an example, and the battery modules 330-1 through
330-» may be connected to one another in parallel or in
series and in parallel.

The third bus line 340 is a path through which data or
commands are transmitted between the master BMS 310 and
the plurality of slave BMSs 320-1 through 320-%. A com-
munication protocol between the master BMS 310 and the
plurality of slave BMSs 320-1 through 320-» may be a CAN
communication protocol, another communication protocol
that transmits data or commands by using a bus line, etc.

A master-slave structure as described with reference to
FIGS. 2A and 2B and FIGS. 3A and 3B will now be
described.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a communication
system 400 having a master-slave structure according to an
example embodiment.

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 4, the com-
munication system 400 includes a master controller 410, a
plurality of slave controllers 420-1 through 420-z, and a
fourth bus line 430.

The master controller 410 transmits a frame signal Cs
including a command to the fourth bus line 430. First
through n” slave controllers 420-1 through 420-# receive the
frame signal Cs and perform operations corresponding to the
command of the frame signal Cs. The frame signal Cs may
include an ID allocation command and may be transmitted
to all of the slave controllers 420-1 through 420-# by using
a broadcasting method. The frame signal Cs may include a
command for controlling the slave controllers 420-1 through
420-n and may be transmitted to the particular slave con-
trollers 420-1 through 420-» by using 1Ds.

The slave controllers 420-1 through 420-# transmit frame
signals D1 through Dn including data to the fourth bus line
430. The first through 0 slave controllers 420-1 through
420-n transmit the frame signals D1 through Dn including
1Ds to the master controller 410 to prevent collisions of the
data. The master controller 410 receives the frame signals
D1 through Dn and performs demanded processing with
respect to the frame signals D1 through Dn.

The frame signals D1 through Dn are transmitted to the
master controller 410 and the slave controllers 420-1
through 420-7. For example, the frame signal D1 transmitted
from the first slave controller 420-1 may be transmitted to
the other slave controllers 420-2 through 420-» by using a
broadcasting method. The frame signals D1 through Dn may
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include data indicating driving time counter values and ID
allocation completion signals.

The master controller 410 may correspond to the system
BMS 200 of FIG. 2A, and the first through n” slave
controllers 420-1 through 420-» may respectively corre-
spond to the rack BMSs 230 of FIG. 2A. The master
controller 410 may correspond to the rack BMS 230 of FIG.
2B, and the first through n™ slave controllers 420-1 through
420-n may respectively correspond to the tray BMSs 223 of
FIG. 2B. The master controller 410 may correspond to the
master BMS 310 of FIG. 3B, and the first through n” slave
controllers 420-1 through 420-» may respectively corre-
spond to the slave BMSs 320-1 through 320-z of FIG. 3B.

A method of transmitting data in the communication
system 400 having the above-described master-slave struc-
ture will now be described.

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating a frame structure of a CAN
communication protocol. The CAN communication protocol
refers to a multi-master message type of serial network
communication method that is defined at a speed in ISO
11898 Specification, has been developed by BOSCH to be
applied to the car industry fields, and has also been applied
to various industry fields.

Referring to FIG. 5, a Start of Frame (SOF) indicates a
start of a message frame. The SOF is in a first position of the
message frame and has a value of 0 that is a default dominant
bit.

An arbitration field has an ID and a remote transmission
request (RTR) bit. The RTR bit indicates that the message
frame is a data frame or a remote frame. In the case that the
message frame is the data frame transmitting data, the RTR
bit has a value of 0 (i.e., dominant bit). In the case that the
message frame is the remote frame transmitting data, the
RTR bit has a value of 1 (i.e., recessive bit).

A control field includes 6 bits. 2 bits of the 6 bits make up
a reserved area, and the other four bits make up a data length
code area indicating the number of bytes of a data field.

The data field includes data that the data frame is to
transmit. A size of the data filed is between about 0 byte and
8 bytes, and each of bytes includes 8 bits. Here, a most
significant bit (MSB) 0 of data is first transmitted in each
byte.

A cyclic redundancy code (CRC) field indicates a peri-
odical redundancy check code. The CRC field includes a
CRC sequence and a CRC delimiter having a value of 1.

An ACK field is formed of 2 bits and includes an ACK slot
and an ACK delimiter. The ACK slot that is the first bit has
a value of 0, and the ACK delimiter that is the second bit has
a value of 1. However, the ACK slot may be recorded as a
value of 1 transmitted from another node that has success-
fully received a message.

An end of frame (EOF) includes 7 bits, all of which have
values of 1, to indicate that the message frame has ended.

An interframe space includes an intermission and a bus
idle and distinguishes a current message frame from a
previous or next message frame.

A method of allocating IDs corresponding to physical
orders of a plurality of slave controllers in a communication
system including a master controller and the plurality of
slave controllers according to an example embodiment will
now be described.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a communication
system 600 according to an example embodiment.

IN the example embodiment shown in FIG. 6, the com-
munication system 600 includes a master controller 610 and
aplurality of slave controllers 620-1 through 620-z. For ease
of understanding, in the embodiment of FIG. 6, the master
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controller 610 and the plurality of slave controllers 620-1
through 620-» communicate with one another by using a
CAN communication method, but other types of communi-
cation methods may be used according to the same principle.

The master controller 610 and the slave controllers 620-1
through 620-# are connected to one another through first line
pairs 651-1 through 651-» and a second line pair 653 to
communicate with one another. A control signal output from
the master controller 610 is sequentially transmitted to the
slave controllers 620-1 through 620-% through the first line
pairs 651-1 through 651-».

A communication signal output from the master controller
610 is simultaneously transmitted to the plurality of slave
controllers 620-1 through 620-% through the second line pair
653. Communication signals output from the plurality of
slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7 are transmitted to the
master controller 610 and/or to the other slave controllers
620-1 through 620-» through the second line pair 653.

The CAN communication is used in the example embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 6. Thus, the control signal is transmitted
through the first line pairs 651-1 through 651-z, and the
communication signals are transmitted through the second
line pair 653. The control signal may be transmitted through
a single line or by using an optical communication method
or a wireless communication method. The communication
signals may also be transmitted by using a serial commu-
nication method through the second line pair 653, a parallel
communication method using a plurality of lines, an optical
communication method, or a wireless communication
method.

The control signal may be a power signal for supplying
power to the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7. The
master controller 610 generates driving power of the slave
controllers 620-1 through 620-z and supplies the driving
power to the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-z through
the first line pairs 651-1 through 651-z. One of the first line
pairs 651-1 through 651-» may transmit a power supply
voltage VCC, and one of the first line pairs 651-1 through
651-# may transmit a ground voltage GND.

The control signal may be a digital control signal for
activating the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-n. For
example, the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-n are
activated in response to an activated digital control signal. In
the case that the digital control signal is deactivated, the
slave controllers 620-1 through 620-z may be deactivated.
For example, the digital control signal may be a single-
ended signal, one of the first line pairs 651-1 through 651-»
may be a signal line on which a signal is loaded, and the
other one of the first line pairs 651-1 through 651-» may be
a ground line that operates as ground. According to another
example, the digital control signal may be a differential
signal. In this case, a signal may be loaded on one of the first
line pairs 651-1 through 651-n, and an inverse signal is
loaded on the other one of the first line pairs 651-1 through
651-n. For ease of understanding, the digital control signal
will be described as the single-ended signal, but the digital
control signal may be transmitted as a differential signal.

The first line pairs 651-1 through 651-z may be connected
between the master controller 610 and the slave controllers
620-1 through 620-» by using a daisy chain method. Thus,
the first line pair 651-1 may be connected between the
master controller 610 and the first slave controller 620-1, the
second line pair 651-2 may be connected between the first
slave controller 620-1 and the second slave controller 620-2,
and the third line pair 651-3 may be connected between the
second slave controller 620-2 and the third slave controller.
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According to this method, the n? line pair 651-» may be
connected between an n—1? slave controller and the n™ slave
controller 620-7.

The second line pair 653 may be connected between the
master controller 610 and the slave controllers 620-1
through 620-z. However, this is only an example embodi-
ment, and the second line pair 653 may be connected
between the master controller 610 and the slave controllers
620-1 through 620-2 by using the other types of communi-
cation methods such as the daisy chain method.

Each of the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-»
includes a delay circuit 630 and a Micro Processor Unit
(MPU) 640. The delay circuits 630 receive a control signal,
delay the received control signal for a preset time and output
the delayed control signal. The first line pairs 651-1 through
651-7 may be connected to each other by the delay circuits
630 of the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7.

The delay circuits 630 may be variously designed accord-
ing to communication methods. For example, in the case that
the control signal is an analog signal, the delay circuits 630
may include resistors, capacitors, or coils. In the case that
the control signal is a digital signal, the delay circuits 630
may be buffers that are connected to one another in series.

The MPUs 640 control overall operations of the slave
controllers 620-1 through 620-z. In the case that the slave
controllers 620-1 through 620-% respectively correspond to
the rack BMs 230 of FIG. 2A or the tray BMSs 223 of FIG.
2B, the MPUs 640 control battery management operations
of the rack BMSs 230 or the tray BMSs 223. The MPUs 640
may be activated in response to the control signal and
control transmitting and receiving of a communication sig-
nal through the second line pair 653. The MPUs 640 may
perform operations corresponding to a control command that
is included in the communication signal received through
the second line pair 653 and is transmitted from the master
controller 610, in response to the control command and
transmit the communication signal including the perfor-
mance results through the second line pair 653.

For example, when the MPUs 640 are activated in
response to the received control signal, an internal driving
time counter (not shown) may operate. The MPUs 640
receive an 1D allocation command from the master control-
ler 610 and store a driving time counter value of the driving
time counter in response to the ID allocation command. The
MPUs 640 may transmit the stored driving time counter
value to the other slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7. The
MPUs 640 compare the driving time counter value stored
therein with driving time counter values received from the
slave controllers 620-1 through 620-# to calculate their IDs
and include the calculated IDs in a frame signal to transmit
the IDs to the master controller 610.

A plurality of slave controllers will now be described in
detail. For ease of understanding, a master controller and a
plurality of slave controllers will be described as commu-
nicating with one another according to a CAN communica-
tion method.

FIG. 7A is a block diagram illustrating a slave controller
620a according to an example embodiment.

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 7A, the slave
controller 620a includes an MPU 640, a delay circuit 630,
and terminals 661, 662, and 663. The MPU 640 includes a
driving time counter 645.

The MPU 640 of the slave controller 620a may be driven
by using driving power supplied from the master controller
610. The slave controller 620a includes a power input
terminal 661 into which driving power is input from a
previous slave controller or the master controller 610, a
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power output terminal 662 that transmits the driving power
to a next slave controller, and a communication signal
terminal 663 that receives and transmits a communication
signal.

The power input terminal 661 is connected to a first power
line pair 671, and the power output terminal 662 is con-
nected to a second power line pair 672. The driving power,
which is input into the power input terminal 661 through the
first power line pair 671, is input into the delay circuit 630.
The delay circuit 630 delays the input driving power and
transmits the delayed driving power to the second power line
pair 672 through the power output terminal 662. The first
power line pair 671 includes a line Vin+ to which a power
supply voltage VCC is supplied and a line Vin- to which a
ground voltage GND is supplied. The second power line pair
672 includes a line Vout+ to which the power supply voltage
VCC is transmitted and a line Vout- to which the ground
voltage GND is transmitted.

The communication signal terminal 663 is connected to a
communication line pair 673, and the communication line
pair 673 includes a first line CAN_H and a second line
CAN_L.

The driving power supplied through the power input
terminal 661 is provided to the MPU 640, and the MPU 640
starts driving by using the supplied driving power. In FIG.
7A, the delayed driving power output from the delay circuit
630 is supplied to the MPU 640. However, this is merely an
example, and driving power that is not delayed and is input
into the delay circuit 630 may be applied to the MPU 640.
Thus, the MPU 640 is connected to the power output
terminal 662 but may be connected to the power input
terminal 661.

The MPU 640 starts driving and simultaneously operates
the driving time counter 645. When an ID allocation com-
mand is received through the communication signal terminal
663, the MPU 640 stores a value of the driving time counter
645 and outputs the stored driving time counter value
through the communication signal terminal 663. The MPU
640 receives driving time counter values from slave con-
trollers and compares the stored driving time counter value
with the received driving time counter values to calculate an
1D thereof. The MPU 640 includes the ID in a frame signal
and provides the frame signal including the ID to the master
controller 610.

FIG. 7B is a block diagram illustrating a slave controller
6204 according to another example embodiment.

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 7B, the slave
controller 6205 includes an MPU 640, a delay circuit 630, a
power supply unit 680, and terminals 661, 662, 663, and
664. The MPU 640 includes a driving time counter 645.

In the present example embodiment, the MPU 640 of the
slave controller 6205 is not driven by using driving power
provided from the master controller 610 but may be driven
by using power supplied from an additional power source.
The additional power source may be a battery or a power
supply that is installed outside the slave controller 6205.
According to another embodiment, the slave controller 6205
may include a power source. In the embodiment of FIG. 7B,
the MPU 640 of the slave controller 6205 is supplied with
and driven by driving power from an external power source
(not shown). However, this is merely an example, and the
MPU 640 of the slave controller 6205 may be modified into
various forms.

A power line pair 674 connects the power input terminal
664 to the external power source. The power supply unit 680
is connected to the power input terminal 664, the control
signal input terminal 661, and the MPU 640. The power
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supply unit 680 receives driving power supplied through the
power input terminal 664 and supplies the received driving
power to the MPU 640 in response to a deactivated control
signal. The power supply unit 680 may include a power
circuit that starts an operation thereof in response to the
control signal. The power circuit may include a regulator
circuit or a converter such as a Low Drop Out (LDO) voltage
regulator. The power supply unit 680 may include a switch
that connects the power input terminal 664 and the MPU 640
in response to the control signal.

The slave controller 6205 includes the control signal input
terminal 661 to which the control signal is transmitted from
a previous slave controller or the master controller 610, the
control signal output terminal 662 that transmits the control
signal to a next slave controller, and the communication
signal terminal 663 that receives and transmits a communi-
cation signal.

The control signal input terminal 661 is connected to a
first control line pair 671, and the first control line pair 671
includes a first line Sin+ and a second line Sin-. The control
signal output terminal 662 is connected to a second control
line pair 672, and the second control line pair 672 includes
a first line Sout+ and a second line Sout-. The communi-
cation signal terminal 663 is connected to a communication
line pair 673, and the communication line pair 673 includes
a first line CAN_H and a second line CAN_L.

The control signal that is in put into the control signal
input terminal 661 through the first power line pair 671 is
input into the delay circuit 630. The delay circuit 630 delays
the input control signal and transmits the delayed control
signal to the second control line pair 672 through the control
signal output terminal 662.

The control signal supplied from the control signal input
terminal 661 is provided to the power supply unit 680, and
the power supply unit 680 supplies driving power to the
MPU 640 in response to the activated control signal. The
MPU 640 starts operating by using the driving power
supplied from the power supply unit 680. In the embodiment
of FIG. 7B, the power supply unit 680 responds to the
control signal input into the control signal input terminal
661. However, this merely an example, and the power
supply unit 680 may operate in response to the delayed
control signal output from the delay circuit 630.

The MPU 640 starts driving and simultaneously operates
the driving time counter 645. When an ID allocation com-
mand is received through the communication signal terminal
663, the MPU 640 stores a value of the driving time counter
645 and outputs the stored driving time counter value
through the communication signal terminal 663. The MPU
640 receives driving time counter values from other slave
controllers through the communication terminal 663 and
compares the stored driving time counter with the received
driving time counter values to calculate their IDs. The MPU
640 includes the calculated IDs in a frame signal and
provides the frame signal including the IDs to the master
controller 610 through the communication signal terminal
663.

FIG. 7C is a block diagram illustrating a slave controller
620¢ according to another example embodiment.

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 7C, the slave
controller 620c¢ includes an MPU 640, a delay circuit 630, a
power supply unit 680, and terminals 661, 662, and 663. The
MPU 640 includes a driving time counter 645.

The MPU 640 of the slave controller 620¢ may be driven
by using driving power supplied from the master controller
610. The slave controller 620¢ includes the power input
terminal 661 into which driving power transmitted from a
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previous slave controller or the master controller 610 is
input, the power output terminal 662 that transmits the
driving power to a next slave controller, and the communi-
cation signal terminal 663 that receives and transmits a
communication signal.

The power input terminal 661 is connected to a first power
line pair 671, and the first power line pair 671 includes a line
Vin+ to which a power supply voltage VCC is supplied and
a line Vin- to which a ground voltage GND is supplied. The
power output terminal 662 is connected to a second power
line pair 672, and the second power line pair 672 includes a
line Vout+ to which the power supply voltage VCC is
transmitted and a line Vout- to which the ground voltage
GND is transmitted. Driving power input into the power
input terminal 661 through the first power line pair 671 is
input into the delay circuit 630. The delay circuit 630 delays
the input driving power and transmits the delayed driving
power to the second power line pair 672 through the power
output terminal 662.

The communication signal terminal 663 is connected to a
communication line pair 673, and the communication line
pair 673 includes a first line CAN_H and a second line
CAN_L.

The power supply unit 680 is connected to the power
input terminal 661, the power output terminal 662, and the
MPU 640. The power supply unit 680 receives the driving
power supplied through the power input terminal 661. The
delayed driving power output from the delay circuit 630 may
be provided as an activated control signal to the power
supply unit 680. The power supply unit 680 supplies the
MPU 640 with the driving power supplied through the
power input terminal 661 in response to the activated control
signal output from the delay circuit 630.

The power supply unit 680 starts an operation in response
to the activated control signal and may include a regulator
circuit or a converter such as an LDO voltage regulator. The
power supply unit 680 may include a switch that connects
the power input terminal 661 and the MPU 640 to each other
in response to the activated control signal.

The driving power supplied through the power input
terminal 661 is provided to the MPU 640 through the power
supply unit 680, and the MPU 640 starts driving by using the
supplied driving power.

The MPU 640 starts driving and simultaneously operates
the driving time counter 645. When an ID allocation com-
mand is received through the communication signal terminal
663, the MPU 640 stores a value of the driving time counter
64 and outputs the stored driving time counter value through
the communication signal terminal 663. The MPU 640
receives driving time counter values from other slave con-
trollers through the communication signal terminal 63 and
compares the stored driving time counter value with the
received driving time counter values to calculate their IDs.
The MPU 640 includes the calculated IDs in a frame control
and provides the frame signal including the IDs to the master
controller 610 through the communication signal terminal
663.

A delay circuit will now be described in more detail.

FIGS. 8A through 8G are circuit diagrams illustrating
delay circuits included in a slave controller according to
various example embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 8A, a delay circuit 630qa includes a
resistor R connected between a first input terminal in+ and
a first output terminal out+ and a capacitor C connected
between the first output terminal out+ and a second output
terminal out-. A second input terminal in- and the second
output terminal out- are connected to each other.
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The first input terminal in+ and the second input terminal
in—- may correspond to the input terminal 661 shown in
FIGS. 7A through 7C, and the first output terminal out+ and
the second output terminal out—- may correspond to the
output terminal 662 shown in FIG. 7A through 7C.

In the case that driving power is transmitted from the
master controller 610 to the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-7, a power supply voltage VSS may be applied to the
first input terminal in+, and a ground voltage may be applied
to the second input terminal in-. A delayed power supply
voltage VSS may be output to the first output terminal out+,
and the ground voltage GND may be output to the second
output terminal in—. In the case that the power supply unit
VSS is applied in a unit pulse form to the first input terminal
in+, a power supply voltage waveform that gradually
increases appears at the first output terminal out+. After the
power supply voltage VSS is applied to the first input
terminal in+, a voltage of the first output terminal out+ is
delayed by a preset time and then reaches a driving voltage
Vith that drives the MPU 640. The preset time is determined
by values of the resistor R and the capacitor C. The preset
time is determined by a time constant RC that is obtained by
multiplying the values of the resistor R and the capacitor C
together.

In the case that a digital control signal is transmitted from
the master controller 610 to the slave controllers 620-1
through 620-n, a signal line on which the digital control
signal is loaded may be connected to the first input terminal
in+, and a ground line may be connected to the second input
line in-.

Referring to FIG. 8B, a delay circuit 6305 includes a
resistor R connected between a first input terminal in+ and
a first output terminal out+, and a capacitor connected
between the first input terminal in+ and a second input
terminal in-. The second input terminal in— and a second
output terminal out- are connected to each other.

Referring to FIG. 8C, a delay circuit 630¢ includes two
resistors R that are connected to each other in series between
a first input terminal in+ and a first output terminal out+ and
a capacitor that is connected between a node N between the
two resistors R and the second input terminal in-. The
second input terminal in— and the second output terminal
out- are connected to each other.

Referring to FIG. 8D, a delay circuit 6304 includes a
resistor R connected between a first input terminal n+ and a
first output terminal out+, a resistor R connected between a
second input terminal in— and a second output terminal out-,
and a capacitor connected between a first output terminal
out+ and a second output terminal out-. The delay circuit
6304 is usefully used when a digital control signal trans-
mitted from the master controller 610 to the slave controllers
620-1 through 620-7 is a differential signal. The capacitor C
may not be connected between the first output terminal out+
and the second output terminal out- but may be connected
between the first input terminal in+ and the second input
terminal in-. A resistor R may be further connected between
the first output terminal out+ and the capacitor C, and a
resistor R may be further connected between the second
output terminal out- and the capacitor C.

Referring to FIG. 8E, a delay circuit 630¢ includes a
resistor R and a coil L that are connected to each other in
series between a first input terminal in+ and a first output
terminal out+. A second input terminal in- and a second
output terminal out- are connected to each other.

Referring to FIG. 8F, a delay circuit 630f includes a
resistor R and a coil L that are connected to each other in
series between a first input terminal in+ and a first output
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terminal out+ and a resistor R and a coil L that are connected
to each other in series between a second input terminal in—
and a second output terminal out—. The delay circuit 630f'is
usefully used when a digital control signal transmitted from
the master controller 610 to the slave controllers 620-1
through 620-7 is a differential signal.

Referring to FIG. 8G, a delay circuit 630g includes a
buffer connected between a first input terminal in+ and a first
output terminal out+. A second input terminal in- and a
second output terminal out- are connected to each other. The
buffer may include an even number of inverters that are
connected to one another in series. The delay circuit 630g is
useful when a digital control signal is transmitted from the
master controller 610 to the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-7. In the case that the digital control signal is a differ-
ential signal, the delay circuit 630g may further include a
buffer that is connected between the second input terminal
in— and the second output terminal out-.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating slave controllers
using the delay circuit 630a of FIG. 8A, according to an
example embodiment.

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 9, a k" slave
controller 620k and a k+1” slave controller 620k+1 are
illustrated.

Each of the k” slave controller 620k and the k+1% slave
controller 6204+1 includes the delay circuit 630a and the
MPU 640 of FIG. 8A. Each of the k” slave controller 620k
and the k+1? slave controller 620k+1 includes an input
terminal 665 and an output terminal 666.

The input terminal 665 of the k™ slave controller 620% is
connected to the output terminal of the k—1? slave controller
(not shown) through four lines. The four lines include a first
power line Vin+ and a second power line Vin- to which
driving power is transmitted, and a first communication line
CAN_H and a second communication line CAN_L to which
a communication signal using a CAN communication
method is transmitted.

The output terminal 666 of the k™ slave controller 620% is
connected to the input terminal 665 of the k+1? slave
controller 620+1 through four lines. The four lines also
include a first power line Vin+ and a second power line Vin—
to which driving power is transmitted, and a first commu-
nication line CAN_H and a second communication line
CAN_L to which a communication signal using a CAN
communication method is transmitted.

The output terminal 666 of the k+1? slave controller
620+1 is connected to an input terminal of a k+2? slave
controller (not shown in FIG. 9). In the example embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 9, the k™ slave controller 620k and the
k+1” slave controller 620k+1 operate by using driving
power provided from the master controller 610. However,
this is merely an example and the k™ slave controller 620k
and the k+1% slave controller 620k+1 may have various
forms.

In the k™ slave controller 620%, the first communication
line CAN_H and the second communication line CAN_L
connected to the input terminal 665 are respectively directly
connected through internal lines to the first communication
line CAN_H and the second communication line CAN_L
connected to the output terminal 666. The first communica-
tion line CAN_H and the second communication line
CAN_L connected to the input terminal 665 are respectively
connected to a communication terminal of the MPU 640
through internal lines.

In the k” slave controller 620%, the second power line
Vin- connected to the input terminal 665 is grounded and is
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directly connected through an internal line to the second
power line Vin- connected to the output terminal 666.

The first power line Vin+ connected to the input terminal
665 is connected to the delay circuit 630a. The first power
line Vin+ connected to the output terminal is connected to a
node of the delay circuit 630a. The delay circuit 630a
includes a resistor R that is connected between the first
power line Vin+ connected to the input terminal 665 and the
node N and a capacitor C that is connected between the node
N and a ground GND. The node N is connected to a power
supply terminal VCC of the MPU 640, and a ground
terminal GND of the MPU 640 is grounded. A voltage of the
node N is applied to the power supply terminal VCC of the
MPU 640.

In the case that a power supply voltage is applied through
the first power line Vin+ connected to the input terminal 665
of the k” slave controller 620%, the voltage of the node N
slowly increases due to the capacitor C. Therefore, after a
preset time passes compared to a time when a power supply
voltage is first applied to the first power line Vin+ connected
to the input terminal 665, the MPU 640 of the k” slave
controller 620% starts to be driven. Since the capacitor C is
connected to the node N of the k+1? slave controller
620%+1, the voltage of the node N of the k+1% slave
controller 620%+1 increases more slowly than the voltage of
the node N of the k™ slave controller 620%. Therefore, after
a preset time passes from when the MPU 640 of the k” slave
controller 620% starts to be driven, the MPU 640 of the k+17
slave controller 620%+1 starts to be driven.

Therefore, the MPU 640 of the k” slave controller 620k
is first activated, and then the MPU 640 of the k+17 slave
controller 6204+1 is activated.

FIG. 10 is an equivalent circuit diagram of power line
pairs in which the slave controllers of FIG. 9 are connected
to one another, according to an example embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 10, a first power terminal Vin+ and a
second power terminal Vin- are connected to the master
slave controller 610, and the master slave controller 610
supplies driving power to the slave controllers 620-1
through 620-# through the first power terminal Vin+ and the
second power terminal Vin-.

The first slave controller 620-1 uses a voltage V1 of a first
node N1 as driving power, and the second slave controller
620-2 uses a voltage V2 of a second node N2 as driving
power. The n” slave controller 620-# uses a voltage VN of
an n” node NN as driving power. A ground voltage GND is
applied to the second power terminal Vin-.

n resistors R are connected to one another in series
between the first power line Vin+ and the n” node NN, nodes
between the resistors R may respectively equivalently cor-
respond to the first through n-1? nodes N1 through N(N-
10). Capacitors C are respectively connected between each
of the first through N nodes N1 through NN and the second
power terminal Vin—.

FIG. 11 is a graph illustrating voltages V1 through VN
when a driving voltage is supplied to the equivalent circuit
of FIG. 9.

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 11, the second
power terminal Vin- is grounded, and a power supply
voltage VSS is applied to the first power terminal Vin+ at a
time to. A driving voltage Vth is a voltage at which the
MPUs 640 of the slave controllers 620-» start to be driven.

A first voltage V1 of a first node N1 reaches a driving
voltage Vth at a time t1, and the MPU 640 of the first slave
controller 620-1 is activated at the time t1. A second voltage
V2 of a second node N2 reaches the driving voltage Vth at
a time t2, and the MPU 640 of the second slave controller
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620-2 is activated at the time t2. A third voltage V2 of a third
node N3 reaches the driving voltage Vth at a time t3, and the
MPU 640 of the third slave controller 620-3 is activated at
the time t3. According to this method, an n™ voltage VN of
an n” node NN reaches the driving voltage Vth at a time tn,
and the MPU 640 of the nth slave controller 620-n is
activated at the time tn. For example, in the case that a
resistor R is 10Q and a capacitor C is 1 pF in the equivalent
circuit of FIG. 10, time intervals between the times t0
through tn are each about 20 ps. In the case that the resistor
R is 10 k€ and the capacitor C is 0.1 pF, the time intervals
between the times t0 through tn are each about 2 ms. The
resistor R and the capacitor C values may be set so that the
driving time counter 645 of the MPU 640 senses the time
intervals.

FIG. 12 is a timing diagram illustrating a method of
allocating IDs corresponding to physical connection orders
of slave controllers in the communication system 600 of
FIG. 6, according to an example embodiment.

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 12, when the
master controller 610 activates a control signal at a time t0,
the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-z are sequentially
activated in response to the activated control signal.

As shown in FIG. 12, although the master controller 610
transmits the control signal to a high level at the time t0, a
voltage V1 of the first slave controller 620-1 does not reach
a driving voltage Vth until a time t1, due to the delay circuits
630. A voltage V2 of the second slave controller 620-2
reaches the driving voltage Vth at a time t2. According to
this method, a voltage VN of the n slave controller 620-7
reaches the driving voltage Vth at a time tN. Thus, the MPUs
640 of the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7 are sequen-
tially activated according to the physical connection order of
the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-z. When the MPUs
640 of the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-» are acti-
vated, the driving time counters 645 of the MPUs 640 start
to operate. The driving time counter 635 may count the
amount of time that has elapsed after the activation of the
MPUs 640.

The master controller 610 issues an ID allocation com-
mand at a preset time sO. The preset time sO may be
determined so that the MPUs 640 of the slave controllers
620-1 through 620-7 are activated. The ID allocation com-
mand is simultaneously provided as a communication signal
to all of the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7. The ID
allocation command may be provided according to a broad-
casting method.

The slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7 receive the ID
allocation command at a time sl and store driving time
counter values of the driving time counters 645. Since the
slave controllers 620-1 through 620-% are sequentially acti-
vated in the order of the first slave controller 620-1 to the n”
slave controller 620-7, the driving time counter value of the
first slave controller 620-1 may be the greatest, and the
driving time counter value of the n” slave controller 620-r
may be the smallest at a given time.

For example, at the time s1 when the slave controllers
620-1 through 620-% receive the ID allocation command, the
driving time counter value of the first slave controller 620-1
may be 1300, the driving time counter value of the second
slave controller 620-2 may be 1200, the driving time counter
value of the third slave controller 620-3 may be 1100, and
the driving time counter value of the n” slave controller
620-7 may be 600.

At a time s2, the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7
transmit the driving time counter values stored at the time s1
as communication signals to the other slave controllers
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620-1 through 620-n. The slave controllers 620-1 through
620-» simultaneously transmit the driving time counter
values at the time s2, but the order in which the driving time
counter values are transmitted may be determined according
to priorities of communication controllers of the MPUs 640.
The priorities may be determined by the IDs. For this
purpose, the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-» may use
the stored driving time counter values as arbitrary IDs to
output communication signals including the driving time
counter values.

At a time s3, the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-»
receive driving time counter values of the other slave
controllers 620-1 through 620-» and compare their driving
time counter values with the received driving time counter
values to determine their IDs. A method of comparing the
driving time counter values of the slave controllers 620-1
through 620-# with the received driving time counter values
to determine the IDs of the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-7 will be described below in more detail with reference
to FIG. 15.

At a time s4, the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-»
transmit 1D allocation completion messages indicating that
their IDs are allocated. The master controller 610 receives
the 1D allocation completion messages and performs com-
munications based on allocated 1Ds.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of the
master controller 610 in the communication system 600 of
FIG. 6, according to an example embodiment.

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 13, in opera-
tion S131, the master controller 610 outputs a control signal.
As shown in FIG. 12, the master controller 610 may output
the control signal that is activated at the time t0. The
activated control signal sequentially reaches the slave con-
trollers 620-1 through 620-7 due to the delay circuits 630.
The slave controllers 620-1 through 620-z are activated
according to reaching orders of the activated control signal.

In operation S132, the master controller 610 waits for a
preset time until it transmits an ID allocation command to all
of the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-z.

In operation S133, the master controller 610 transmits an
1D allocation command to all of the slave controllers 620-1
through 620-z. The ID allocation command may include
information about the total number of the slave controllers
620-1 through 620-7. The master controller 610 may trans-
mit a message including the information about the total
number of the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7,
besides the ID allocation command.

The slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7 receive the 1D
allocation command and allocate IDs by using driving time
counter values of internal driving time counters. Once all of
the IDs have been completely allocated, the slave controllers
620-1 through 620-7 transmit ID allocation end messages.

In operation S134, the master controller 610 determines
whether the master controller 610 has received the ID
allocation end messages from all of the slave controllers
620-1 through 620-» and, when the master controller 610
has received the ID allocation end messages from the all of
the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7, communicates
with the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-z by using
newly allocated 1Ds.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating operations of the slave
controllers 620-1 through 620-7 in the communication sys-
tem 600 of FIG. 6, according to an example embodiment.

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 14, in opera-
tion S141, the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7 receive
a control signal output from the master controller 610. As
described above, the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7
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sequentially receive the control signal due to delay circuits
of the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-r.

In operation S142, the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-n operate their respective driving time counters in
response to the received control signal. The driving time
counters count the amount of time that elapses following the
control signal is received.

In operation S143, the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-7 increase the driving time counter values of their
respective driving time counters until the slave controllers
620-1 through 620-7 receive the ID allocation command.

Once the slave controllers 620-1 ¢ through 620-» receive
the ID allocation command, the slave controllers 620-1
through 620-# store the driving time counter values of their
respective driving time counters in operation S144. In the
case that the ID allocation command includes information
about the total number of the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-7 or in the case that a message including the information
about the total number of the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-7 is received, the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-»
may acquire the information about the total number of the
slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7.

In operation S145, the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-7 transmit the stored driving time counter values to
other slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7.

In operation S146, the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-7 receive the driving time counter values of the slave
controllers 620-1 through 620-» from the other slave con-
trollers 620-1 through 620-7.

In operation S147, the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-7 compare the stored driving time counter values with
the driving time counter values received from the other slave
controllers 620-1 through 620-» to calculate their IDs.

In operation S148, each of the slave controllers 620-1
through 620-n allocates its calculated ID to itself and
transmits an ID allocation message to the master controller
610.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart illustrating a process in which the
slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7 in the communication
system 600 of FIG. 6 calculate IDs, according to an example
embodiment.

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 15, in opera-
tion S151, the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-# initial-
ize arbitrary IDs as 1 and initialize message counters as 1.
As described above, the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-7 may acquire information about the total number of the
slave controllers 620-1 through 620-» from the master
controller 610. The slave controllers 620-1 through 620-»
store their driving time counter values in operation S144 of
FIG. 14.

In operation S152, the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-7 receive driving time counter values from other slave
controllers 620-1 through 620-7.

When the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7 receive
the driving time counter values from the other slave con-
trollers 620-1 through 620-7 in operation S152, the slave
controllers 620-1 through 620-7 increase their respective
message counters by 1 in operation S153.

In operation S154, the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-7 compare the driving time counter values received in
operation S152 with their respective driving time counter
values stored in operation S144.

When the driving time counter values received from the
slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7 in operation S152 are
greater than the driving time counter values stored in opera-
tion S144, the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-r
increase their respective arbitrary IDs by 1. When the
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driving time counter values received in operation S152 are
not greater than the driving time counter values stored in
operation S144, the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-»
do not increase the arbitrary IDs but go to operation S156.

In operation S156, the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-7 determine whether the message counters correspond
to the total number of the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-7. When the message counters correspond to the total
number of the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7, the
slave controllers 620-1 through 620-% proceed to operation
S157. When the message counters do not correspond to the
total number of the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7,
the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-» proceed to opera-
tion S152.

Since the message counters correspond to the total num-
ber of the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7, and there
are no other driving time counter values of the other slave
controllers 620-1 through 620-z to be received, the slave
controllers 620-1 through 620-# set the arbitrary IDs to their
IDs. Therefore, the IDs are completely allocated, and the
slave controllers 620-1 through 620-7 transmit the 1D allo-
cation completion messages to the master controller 610 in
operation S148.

The total number of the slave controllers 620-1 through
620-7 may be 8, and driving time counter values of the first
through eighth slave controllers 620-1 through 620-8 may be
respectively 800, 700, 600, 500, 400, 300, 200, and 100.

The stored driving time counter value of the fifth slave
controller 620-5 is 400. The fifth slave controller 620-5
increases an arbitrary ID when the driving time counter
values 800, 700, 600, and 500 of the first, second, third, and
fourth slave controllers 620-1, 620-2, 620-3, and 620-4 are
received. Since the arbitrary IDs of the other slave control-
lers 620-1 through 620-4 and 620-6 through 620-8 are
initialized as 1, their arbitrary IDs are increased by 1 four
times. When all of driving time counter values are received
from the other slave controllers 620-1 through 620-4 and
620-6 through 620-8, the arbitrary IDs are 5. Thus, the fifth
slave controller 620-6 has the same ID as its physical
connection order.

Therefore, the slave controllers 620-1 through 620-» may
further include additional circuits for detecting physical
connection orders or may manage the IDs to allocate IDs
corresponding to the physical connection orders. The slave
controllers 620-1 through 620-z may check their physical
connection orders by themselves according to a method of
the present invention and allocate IDs corresponding to the
physical connection orders. Accordingly, the slave control-
lers 620-1 through 620-» may be compatibly used while
avoiding restrictions, and manufacturing cost may not be
increased by additional circuits, and additional management
may be omitted.

By way of summation and review, an energy storage
system may be implemented as a system that connects a
generation system that generates newly generated energy, a
battery system that stores power, and an existing grid system
to each other.

In an energy storage system, the battery system may be
variously designed according to an amount of load which is
supplied with power by the batter system. The battery
system is supplied with power from an external source,
stores the power, and supplies the power to the outside.
Thus, the battery system performs charging and discharging
operations.

The battery system may monitor an internal state to
perform a stable operation and may collect data measured
through the monitoring. The battery system may include
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various types of battery managers having master-slave struc-
tures. The battery managers (or slave controllers) corre-
sponding to slaves transmit measured data to the battery
manager (or master controller), and the master controller
receives and collects the data.

The slave controllers may respectively have identifiers
(IDs) so that the master controller can identify the slave
controllers. The IDs may be determined to correspond to
connection orders of the slave controllers, for simplicity.
However, if an additional circuit or apparatus capable of
detecting the connection orders or positions of the slave
controllers is added, so that the slave controllers respectively
have the IDs corresponding to the connection orders, the
price of the product may be increased. Otherwise, hardware
of' the slave controllers may be different, or software may be
used to allocate the IDs corresponding to the connection
orders to the slave controllers, which may mitigate the need
for additional circuits or apparatuses, but such an approach
may involve software development and management, for
each of the slave controllers, with respect to the hardware or
software.

As used herein, the uses of the term ‘“the” and an
indicating term similar to the term “the” in the specification
or claims may correspond to both the singular number and
the plural number. If a range is described, individual values
belonging to the range are implied unless stated otherwise,
ie., the individual values constituting the range are
described herein. If an order of operations constituting a
method is not clearly described or there is no description in
contrast to the order, the operations may be performed in any
appropriate order. Embodiments are not necessarily limited
to the description order of the operations. The uses of all
examples or example terms (for example, “etc.”) are simply
for describing example embodiments.

Example embodiments have been disclosed herein, and
although specific terms are employed, they are used and are
to be interpreted in a generic and descriptive sense only and
not for purpose of limitation. In some instances, as would be
apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art as of the filing of
the present application, features, characteristics, and/or ele-
ments described in connection with a particular embodiment
may be used singly or in combination with features, char-
acteristics, and/or elements described in connection with
other embodiments unless otherwise specifically indicated.
Accordingly, it will be understood by those of skill in the art
that various changes in form and details may be made
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present
invention as set forth in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A battery management system, comprising:

aplurality of slave controllers, each slave controller of the
plurality of slave controllers being coupled to a respec-
tive battery module, each of the slave controllers hav-
ing a slave controller identifier, the respective slave
controller identifiers being allocated by a slave con-
troller identifier allocation operation performed by the
plurality of slave controllers; and

a master controller, the master controller being coupled to
each of the slave controllers, the master controller
receiving the slave controller identifiers from the slave
controllers,

wherein:

the plurality of slave controllers includes a serial inter-
connection such that each slave controller of the plu-
rality of slave controllers is wired together in sequence
by the serial interconnection,
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each slave controller of the plurality of slave controllers
sequentially receives a control signal on the serial
interconnection and outputs the control signal after a
delay to a subsequent slave controller, and

each respective slave controller determines a relative
position along the serial interconnection according to a
delay of the control signal received by the respective
slave controller.

2. The battery management system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the plurality of slave controllers allocates the slave
controller identifiers according to a connection order of the
slave controllers.

3. The battery management system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the control signal is progressively delayed by each
slave controller such that a final slave controller of the
plurality of slave controllers wired together in sequence
receives a most-delayed control signal among the plurality
of slave controllers.

4. The battery management system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein each slave controller includes a driving time coun-
ter, the driving time counter starting counting when the
control signal is received by the slave controller.

5. The battery management system as claimed in claim 4,
wherein the driving time counter is controlled by a micro-
processor in the slave controller, the microprocessor initi-
ating the driving time counter when the slave controller
receives the control signal.

6. The battery management system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein each slave controller includes a delay circuit for
delaying the control signal, the delay circuit including a
circuit selected from the group of a resistor-capacitor (RC)
delay circuit, a resistor-inductor (RL) delay circuit, and a
buffer circuit.

7. The battery management system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein each slave controller of the plurality of slave
controllers sets its own slave controller identifier and sup-
plies the set slave controller identifier to the master control-
ler.

8. An energy storage system coupled between a power
generation system, a load, and a grid system, the energy
storage system comprising the battery management system
as claimed in claim 1.

9. A vehicle comprising the battery management system
as claimed in claim 1.

10. A battery management system, comprising:

a plurality of slave controllers, each slave controller of the
plurality of slave controllers being coupled to a respec-
tive battery module, each of the slave controllers hav-
ing a slave controller identifier, the respective slave
controller identifiers being allocated by a slave con-
troller identifier allocation operation performed by the
plurality of slave controllers; and

a master controller, the master controller being coupled to
each of the slave controllers, the master controller
receiving the slave controller identifiers from the slave
controllers,

wherein:

the plurality of slave controllers includes a first slave
controller and at least one subsequent slave controller,
the subsequent slave controller receiving a control
signal after a delay from an immediately-preceding
slave controller,

each slave controller includes a driving time counter
activated according to the received control signal, and

each slave controller of the plurality of slave controllers
receives a driving time counter value from at least one
other slave controller of the plurality of slave control-
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lers and compares the received driving time counter
value with a driving time counter value from its driving
time counter.
11. The battery management system as claimed in claim
10, wherein, when the comparing indicates that the received
driving time counter value is a larger value, the slave
controller increments its slave controller identifier such that
the first slave controller has a lowest slave controller iden-
tifier and successive slave controllers have successively
larger slave controller identifiers.
12. A method of managing a battery system that includes
a plurality of slave controllers that are sequentially con-
nected and a master controller, the method comprising:
in the master controller, transmitting a control signal to a
first slave controller of the plurality of slave controllers;

in each slave controller of the plurality of slave control-
lers, receiving the control signal, activating a respective
driving time counter in response to the control signal,
and outputting the control signal after a delay to a
subsequent slave controller among the plurality of slave
controllers, the control signal sequentially arriving at
each slave controller of the plurality of slave control-
lers;
in the master controller, transmitting a slave controller
identifier allocation command to each slave controller
of the plurality of slave controllers at the same time;

in each slave controller of the plurality of slave control-
lers, storing a driving time counter value of the respec-
tive driving time counter in response to the slave
controller identifier allocation command;

in each slave controller of the plurality of slave control-

lers, comparing the stored driving time counter value to
at least one other driving time counter value received
from another among the plurality of slave controllers;
and

in each slave controller of the plurality of slave control-

lers, setting a slave controller identifier based on the
compared driving time counter values.

13. The method as claimed in claim 12, further compris-
ing: in the master controller, after transmitting the slave
controller identifier allocation command, receiving the set
slave controller identifiers from each slave controller of the
plurality of slave controllers.
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14. The method as claimed in claim 12, wherein, when the
comparing indicates that a received driving time counter
value is a larger value, the slave controller increments its
slave controller identifier.

15. The method as claimed in claim 14, wherein a first
slave controller among the sequentially connected slave
controllers sets a lowest slave controller identifier and
successive slave controllers set successively larger slave
controller identifiers.

16. The method as claimed in claim 12, wherein each
slave controller of the plurality of slave controllers transmits
its stored driving time counter value to all other slave
controllers of the plurality of slave controllers.

17. A method of managing a battery system that includes
a master controller and a plurality of slave controllers that
are sequentially connected to the master controller, the
method comprising:

in the master controller, sequentially providing a driving
power to the plurality of slave controllers;

in each slave controller of the plurality of slave control-
lers, sequentially initiating an operation by receiving
the driving power, and sequentially activating a respec-
tive driving time counter;

in the master controller, transmitting a slave controller
identifier allocation command to each slave controller
of the plurality of slave controllers at the same time;

in each slave controller of the plurality of slave control-
lers, storing a driving time counter value of the respec-
tive driving time counter in response to the slave
controller identifier allocation command received by
the slave controller;

in each slave controller of the plurality of slave control-
lers, comparing the stored driving time counter value to
at least one other driving time counter value received
from another among the plurality of slave controllers;
and

in each slave controller of the plurality of slave control-
lers, setting a slave controller identifier based on the
compared driving time counter values.
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